











NEW TROMBELLID MITE 2

TABLE 1. Leg segmenial measurements for Austrotrombella leprosa gen. et sp. nov. Data shown as mean | standard

deviation, with the range in parentheses.

Adults Neutonymph
Holotype n Paratype
ACBII2 9 ACBI1216
Cel 23S 3 238742272 125
(218-263)
Tit 277 3 277.0+25.00 153
(252-302)
Tal(L) 258 3 259.3+19.04 154
(241-279)
Tal(H) 67 3 04.34.7.37 36
(56-70)
Til/Gel 118 3 1.16340.0153 1.22
(1.15-1.18)
Gell 242 3 249.3425.79 120
(228-278)
Tl 308 3 312,74+ 33.25 156
(282-348
Tall(L) 283 3 291,01 14.73 168
(282-308)
Tall{H) 62 3 61.3-3.055 37
(58-64)
Till/Gell 1.27 3 1.253 4 0.0153 1.30
(1.24-1.27)
Cielll 244 3 249,7 430,89 116
(222-283)
Tilll 319 3 328.34+39.83 160
(234-372)
Talll(lL) 288 3 294.3+27,06 ICH
(271-324)
Talll(ED) 48 3 48.747.02 31
(42-56)
Till1/Celll 1.31 3 1.313+0.00577 1.38
(1.31-1.32)
Getv 382 3 390.34 56,96 174
(338-451)
TV 69 3 387.0- 51,42 196
(347-445)
uIV(L) K1 3 314,7£22.05 174
(296-339)
Tal V(H) 43 3 48.049.54 3
. (42-59)
TiV/GelV 1.04 3 1.023 +0.0208 1.13
(1.00-1,04)

less setose, e.z. palpal tibia with four pointed setae,
palpal tarsus with about five flattened, simple setae.

Material examined: South Australia: Robe district,
Map Reference (Penola 1: 250,000) 283411, in wet,
alkaline, shellgrit - containing soil near swamp edge,
under a stand of Leptospermum lanigerum (Aiton)
Smith, collected 22.1ii.1990, R. V. Southcott, and
successively extracted by drying through Berlese
funnels. Holotype SAM NI1991112 (ACB 1132)
obtained on 2.iv.1990 (adult); died 10.iv.1990.
Paratype adults SAM NI991113, N1991114 (ACB
1152, ACB 1182) obiained dead on 5v.1990 and
12.v1,1990 respectively, Paratype deutonymph SAM
NI9IIILS (ACB 1216) obtained 7.xii.1990.

Etymology: Austrotrombella from ‘australis’
(southern) and ‘Australia’, and Trombella: leprosa

refers to the appearance in life, as though the
dorsum is covered with ulcers.

Remarks on taxonomy: Austrotrombella is very
distinct from its nearest genera (see the rubrics
above), The palp is more obsolete than that in any
other described trombellid.

Remarks on biology: All specimens came from wet
soil. Although the extraciion jars were examined
daily, only the holotype adult was obtained alive.
Evidently this species is sensitive to desiccation.

Comment ¢n classification of Trombellidae

André (1958) described Paruthrombella with type
species R nasuta André, 1958, and (/.c.) two other






